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administrators. Although they derived immense economic
gain from the mines, not least a full public treasury, the
older inhabitants on the veld or in the scattered patches of
settlement were irritated by the flood of English miners,
from whom they were separated by a diverse culture. Lord
Bryce, after his South African travels in the nineties, shrewdly
commented that isolation on the veld had "kept the Boer fast
bound in the ideas and habits of a past age, and he shrinks
from the contact of the keen, restless, modern man, with new
arts of gain and new forms of pleasure, just as a Puritan
farmer of Cromwell's day might shrink were he brought to
life and forced to plunge into the current of modern Lon-
don."19
Paul Kruger, president of the Republic and a remarkably
representative Boer, looked suspiciously upon the mining
developments on the Rand, although he was not prepared
to prevent them. Against British imperialism he pitted
Boer nationalism, sought to round out the boundaries of his
state by obtaining a port on the Indian Ocean, and endeav-
oured to preserve intact the traditional culture of his people.
He made only grudging and fitful concessions, in so far as he
made them at all, to the demands of the Uitlanders for a
modern administrative system adapted to the needs of a
new and powerful industry which had developed with remark-
able speed.20 Mine owners and miners, angered by the tardy
concessions, agitated for the franchise, whereby they hoped
to control the state, and in their frustration abetted incidents
which severely strained relations with the Republic, notably
the provocative blunder of the Jameson Raid, whence events
moved grimly to the Second Boer War (1899-1902). The
Transvaal was not then alone. In 1889 a military alliance
had been formed with the Orange Free State, and, since the
latter loyally respected its pledge, the struggle became one
between the Voortrekkers and the imperial power from whose
control sixty years previously they had sought to escape.
With the Peace of Vereeniging, in May, 1902, the two
former republics were annexed and administered as Crown
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"In Kruger: His Life and Times Dr. Manfred Nathan delineates sympa-
thetically the character and aims of Kruger as a leader of Afrikanderdom.